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The mobile outreach program is
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THE DEDICATION

OF THE MOBILE VAN

Although it was a cold and windy spring
morning, spirits were high at Holy Family
Hospital near the birthplace of Jesus. Friends
of the hospital gathered from all over the
world to dedicate the new van for the mobile
outreach clinic. Representatives came from the
Palestinian government, United Nations Relief
and Works Agency, United States Agency for

International Development, and Holy Family
Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation to join the
hospital staff.
The dedication ceremony began with a blessing by Father Charles Galuchet, Abbey Father
of the Benedictine Monastery in the village
of Abu Gosh outside of Jerusalem. He spoke
about the importance of the van. “This van
is in service to all and is in keeping with the
mission of Christian charity of this hospital in

2

|

serving the poor with no regard to their origin
or ideology.”

resentative of the U.S. Foundation and its generous supporters. We of the Foundation are so
proud that we could fund the purchase of the
new mobile van which will expand the clinic

The speakers were followed by a festive reception with light refreshments and food as visitors toured the new mobile van. The hospital
staff was excited and proud of the hospital and

services and increase the quality of care for the
women and children we serve. The Foundation is a voice and advocate for the Palestinian
people and the devoted staff that serve them
throughout the Hospital. The Foundation’s
extraordinary efforts have raised awareness
and built a base of supporters in the U.S. He
concluded by stating that many people in
the United States pray for all involved in this
project every day.

the work that is being done. It seemed more of
a celebration than a reception.

Already in use for over a month, the new van is
providing the highest standard of medical care
to women who lack access to transportation
to local hospitals. Those being served have noticed the considerable upgrades from the old
van. The new van boasts an extendable roof

covering which creates a shady area where
the pregnant women can stand or sit while
they are awaiting their turn, a new generator
which provides reliable power, and a fully air
conditioned interior. It now has a refrigerator
to transport medicine. These additions greatly
enhance the hospital’s ability to serve.
The guests then heard from Justin S. Simpson,
board of director of Holy Family Hospital and
the U.S. Foundation. “I am here today as a rep-
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Those assembled were honored to have the
mayor of Bethlehem, Vera Baboun, cut the ribbon. In her words, “This van allows people to
trust that they will have their dignity served. It is
going to the people. It is very respectful of the
health mission which this hospital embodies.”

Dr. Sabah Abufarha, Holy Family Hospital medical director noted, “We are using this mobile
clinic to reach mainly villages that have no real
access to the best standards of medicine. Now
we feel more secure and more comfortable in
this new van and can provide better care to
the women.” Dr. Abufaraha added that the van
enables the expansion of services to other villages, “We are dealing with a mobile clinic that
can do everything we do at this hospital, and
we now have the ability to help more women
and children.”
Felipe Sanchez, United Nations Relief and
Works Agency director of operations, com-

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

or call 202-785-0801
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Heba

Just One Mother’s Story...
Heba, 27, and Esan, 31, could not be more
relieved at the safe and healthy delivery of their
son Wasim. The parents’ relief is evident on
their faces as they both smile and stare at the
newborn. After years of heartache, waiting to be
parents, this baby is the answer to many prayers.

mented that given the dynamics of the
situation on the ground having the
possibility of serving the population in the
Judean desert with such a mobile clinic was
“...very useful as many people do not have
access to main centers of medical care and
this does a good service for the population.”
The Mayor Baboun closed the celebration
by expressing her appreciation of the
work of the hospital.

“When we do
this at the most
vulnerable moment
for women,
mercy is the greatest...
thank you is
not enough..”

The couple lives in a small village, Taqou, located
near Bethlehem. It has been hard for Esan to
find full time work because he was only able
to graduate from high school. Last year he was
lucky to find part time work at a plastic factory,
which has allowed them to move into a small
apartment, but leaves very little money for
anything else.
Two years ago the couple delivered their first
child at a local government hospital because it
was the cheapest option available. There were
complications during delivery and the baby boy
did not survive. Heba said that, “The problems
the first baby had could have been fixed if I had
been at a better hospital. My baby could have
lived if I were at Holy Family Hospital.”
She heard about Holy Family Hospital through
her sisters, who both delivered their children at
the hospital. Her sisters mentioned many times
how safe they felt at the hospital and how the
doctors were trained to handle any complications. Heba and Esan knew that when they had
another baby, there was no other place to go,
they would come to Holy Family Hospital.

this experience has been completely different.
One important aspect was that the doctors and
nurses helped her through the entire process.
“They answered all my questions,” she said. “They
explained what they were doing and helped me
understand what was happening during labor. I
knew they were taking care of my baby.”
Though the couple has been budgeting for
many months to be able to pay the delivery bills,
they were not able to cover the full amount.
Esan talked to Mary Moah, the Hospital social
worker, about their situation. “After everything
the couple has been through, I wanted to show
them that Holy Family Hospital is helping them
as much as possible,” Mary said. The generous
donors of Holy Family Hospital made it possible
for almost a quarter of the $325 delivery fee to
be waived.
Looking down at her son, Heba was smiling and
laughing, as she said, “Come see my baby, my
healthy baby!” Thanks to the wonderful doctors
and nurses at Holy Family Hospital, Heba and
Esan are able to have a family
and enjoy life with
their healthy son.

“Because of what happened to our first baby,
I was scared to go to a government hospital
again,” Heba says. “I knew Holy Family Hospital
would keep my baby safe.”

Left to Right, Justin S. Simpson, Father Charles Galuchet, Michele Burke Bowe,
Father Louis-Marie Coudray and Dominique de La Rochefoucauld
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Compared to her first birth at the
government hospital, Heba
mentioned many times that

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

or call 202-785-0801

|

5

A DAY
IN THE
MOBILE
VAN

Parked outside Holy Family Hospital on a cold
Thursday morning in April, the new mobile van
is spotless. Spacious enough to comfortably seat
five people; this air conditioned van is a considerable upgrade from the older van that was used
for over ten years.
The forty-five minute drive to the first village
showed the stark differences between the life
of people in Bethlehem and the people in these
Bedouin villages. The newly paved roads of the
city soon gave way to narrow and bumpy roads
as the scenery changed to desolate and barren
lands. In this area, the poor soil quality makes
agriculture nearly impossible and people struggle
to find enough food for their families.
The villages in the desert show what life is really
like for the people who live there and the struggles they face every day. Most houses do not have
electricity and running water. Multiple families
share a large water tank, which is only filled once
a week when a tractor pulls it to a nearby village.
This water is used sparingly for cooking, cleaning, drinking and bathing. Because only the bare
necessities of survival are available, the pregnant
women often have more complications in these
circumstances.
The mobile van visits two locations in this village
every Thursday so the women know where and
when to come. At the first stop, the driver Anton
Asfoura, carefully starts the process of setting up.
He has been driving the mobile van for the past
13 years and this new vehicle is a source of great
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pride for him. “I have the best job at the hospital,”
he says, “and now I have the best van too!”
As he slid the generator out of its built in space,
he happily said, “No more heavy lifting the
generator in and out like I had to do with the old
van, my job now is so easy!” He turned a switch
and the generator came to life, “It starts every
single time, no more having to worry about having power,” he continued.
These improvements will provide the doctors
and patients with better experiences during
consultations. The generator is strong enough to
provide air conditioning to the clinic portion of
the van as well as power the ultrasound machine.
Inside the van, the generator was providing
power to Dr. Louis Jaal, the oncologist who has
been accompanying the van for the last six
months. As he explains to a first time mother
what he sees on the ultrasound machine, she
begins to smile and laugh. “The new generator
is important to me because I know it will never
turn off unexpectedly,” he says. “I do not have to
rush through my examinations and can spend
more time helping each woman.”
The new van provides more space for examinations as the patient, doctor and nurse can all
comfortably fit in the back with space to spare.
This gives the women more privacy and allows
everyone to be more comfortable.
After Dr. Jaal has finished with his examination,
Vera Bannoura, the mobile van nurse steps in
to talk to the patient. Vera has been with the

mobile clinic for over ten years and has developed friendships with many of the women. She
is kind but firm with the women, as she explains
the importance of eating the right food to help
the baby grow and gives out vitamins. Though
many of the women work almost every day
doing manual labor, Vera encourages them to
rest as much as possible and be mindful of the
safety of their baby.
“Many women only go to a few years of school
and then marry young,” Vera explains. “I try to
help teach them the basics about being healthy
during and after pregnancy. Because they have
many children close together, I want to help so
they all become healthier.”
As the last woman has her examination, Anton
begins to prepare the mobile van to drive back
into Bethlehem. It has been a busy morning
with a constant stream of women arriving and
waiting to be seen by the doctor. No matter how long the line, Dr. Jaal and Nurse Vera
worked tirelessly to ensure the women received
the highest quality of care and gave their undivided attention to every single woman.
The mobile clinic is much more than an outreach
program of Holy Family Hospital; it is Christianity in its purest form. The service given to the
women of the Judean desert saves the lives of
countless mothers and babies who would otherwise have no medical care. The works done are a
true example of the Order of Malta’s tradition of
caring for “our lords, the sick and the poor.”

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

or call 202-785-0801
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The GIFT of

GIVING!

The poor, who walk in the steps of our Savior, will
be served by your kindness and charity in many
priceless ways. You can help by sponsoring
the following items:

Make the Hospital
your special project
this advent season!
Adopting Holy Family Hospital is a meaningful way
to prepare for the birth of the Christ Child.
Host a Baby Shower
This advent season host a baby shower for the poor expectant mothers of Bethlehem.
By gathering together family, friends and fellow parishioners, your baby shower will bring
hope and care to families who face dangers similar to those faced by the Holy Family 2,000
years ago. By writing a check for items on the Nativity Registry, you and your guests can
guarantee that every mother delivers in a safe and state of the art facility and that every
newborn can be swaddled, fed and cared for in Bethlehem.
A complete baby shower kit is available online at www.birthplaceofhope.org.

Make the Call
$100 Purchase medical supplies for the mobile clinic
$200 Provide pre-natal care to an expectant mother
$300 Deliver a baby in Bethlehem
$500 Support an infant in the neo-natal intensive
care unit

$1,000 Sponsor a family through pregnancy
and childbirth

$2,500 Provide medical care to the poorest families
living in the remote areas of the dsert

By check, see the attached envelope for mailing.
By credit card, please visit birthplaceofhope.org.
Donations are tax-deductible according to current IRS guidelines.
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With one phone call to your pastor, you could provide medical care to dozens of
infants and mothers in the Holy Land! Others who have made the call have secured
outright donations or second collections from their parishes.
Call your pastor and direct them to www.birthplaceofhope.org and click on
the parish missionary page.

Bring the Young Children in Your Life to The
Birthplace of Jesus
Holy Family Hosptial is the perfect project to teach children about the town where
the Christ Child was born and how, today, one special door is open to poor and
expectant mothers.
Schools around the country are adopting Holy Family Hospital as the ideal educational
and service-oriented activity for their students. Schools raise funds for the hospital by
carrying out projects such as bottles for babies, bake sales, t-shirt contests and proceeds
from Christmas pageants.
Please visit www.birthplaceofhope.org to learn more on all these projects or
by calling Colleen Marotta, Executive Director, at 202-785-0801

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

or call 202-785-0801
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Iman, 21, and Eyad, 31, were very grateful and
calm as they looked at their new daughter
Baylsan. They are preparing to go home today
and their experience at Holy Family Hospital
has helped ease their nerves about being first
time parents.

them can find a stable job. When work is available, Eyad works on construction projects. The
couple first heard about Holy Family Hospital
in 2008, when Eyad was part of the construction crew building the new neo-natal intensive
care wing.

The couple married three years ago and knew
they wanted to stay in Bethlehem to raise their
family. Unfortunately, the low employment in
the area has been hard on them, as Eyad has
had problems finding consistent work and
Iman needed money to finish her degree at
Bethlehem University.

He was impressed with the technology at
the hospital and said that, “I could tell it was a
much better hospital than other hospitals in
Bethlehem. I knew women and babies were
safe if they went to Holy Family Hospital.”

They recently moved into a small house with
all of Eyad’s extended family until either of

Iman, a recent graduate of Bethlehem University, is grateful that there is a hospital like
Holy Family in the region. She said that, “I am
very proud that there is a hospital like this in
Palestine. It is a very good service for pregnant
women in Bethlehem. We need a hospital we
feel safe in, and I feel very safe here and know
my baby is safe too.”
Iman’s labor and delivery went smoothly and
Baylsan is very healthy. Both parents were
impressed with the attention and care they
received from the hospital. Iman repeated
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multiple times that unlike other hospitals, “In
this hospital I get good service from every
employee, the nurses, doctors, and office staff.
I didn’t suffer and I always felt taken care of
during my delivery.”
Because of the economic situation facing
Palestinians today, the couple does not make
enough money to cover the costs of the birth.
Eyad approached Mary Moah, Holy Family
Hospital social worker, and was embarrassed
about not being able to pay the amount due.
“He knew this was the best hospital for his
wife and baby, and wanted to find a way to
keep his dignity as well,” Mary said.
Due to generous donors of Holy Family Hospital, the hospital was able to pay approximately
a third of the couple’s delivery bill. Mary also
helped Eyad work out a payment plan for the
remaining amount, allowing him to be proud
of his contribution and have the peace of
mind that his wife and baby had great care.
As they were getting ready to leave, they
were both adamant that they would be back
here some day in the future. “For sure we will
come back for our next baby,” Iman said as she
looked at her daughter, “we would never think
to go anywhere else, this hospital is the very
best.”

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

We are excited to announce the launch of our newly redesigned website birthplaceofhope.org. The site is content rich, with
many new features such as Patient Stories, What Caregivers are Saying, What Pilgrims are Saying, and information about
the region and life in Palestine. The website is also responsive and now easily viewed on your tablet or mobile device.

Just One Mother’s Story...

birthplaceofhope.org

Iman

or call 202-785-0801
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St. Catherine of Siena Church

SUPPORTS HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL
Kennesaw, Georgia is a world away from Bethlehem, but
the parishioners of St Catherine of Siena Catholic Church
have opened their hearts through both prayer and financial support of Holy Family Hospital. Second collections at
the church and support from the St Catherine’s preschool
teachers have raised nearly $100,000 for Holy Family
Hospital since 2006.
This ministry of love began with a request by Diana
Shertenlieb, DM, and Gary Shertenlieb, KM, along with the
support of the pastor, Father John Matejek, who has al-

lowed a second collection at all Masses for the
hospital for several years now. Father Matejek’s
support was enthusiastic and unreserved. He
felt that in order to make the collection a true
success, Gary and Diana should speak about
the Hospital and the Order of Malta right after
the homily at all the Masses and before the
collection. In addition Gary and Diana provided the ushers with pink and blue collection baskets for this special second collection.
When speaking at the Masses they spoke briefly about the history of the hospital and shared
some stories of women and babies who have
been helped. At the end of the talk Gary and
Diana, on behalf of the Order of Malta, offered
to take any petitions the parishioners may
have to Lourdes when they attended the
Order’s annual Lourdes pilgrimage.
At a table in the narthex over
500 petitions each year are
received. In appreciation for what the
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parishioners do for the hospital the petitions
are taken to Lourdes and each one is read
personally at the Grotto of Our Lady.
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory was also kind
enough to write a letter of support for this second collection for the hospital. This has been a
big help in obtaining the support of pastors in
the Archdiocese of Atlanta to conduct a similar
second collection for the Hospital.
Additionally, the teachers at St Catherine’s preschool have also adopted the Hospital as their
Christmas charity.
All of St Catherine’s parishioners and staff have
embraced Holy Family Hospital. Each year a
child at St Catherine’s will ask Gary and Diana
when they are going to hear more about our
babies in Bethlehem. True charitable love
knows no boundaries - from Kennesaw to
Bethlehem.

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

or call 202-785-0801
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We are excited to announce the launch of our newly redesigned website birthplaceofhope.org. The site is content rich, with
many new features such as Patient Stories, What Caregivers are Saying, What Pilgrims are Saying, and information about
the region and life in Palestine. The website is also responsive and now easily viewed on your tablet or mobile device.
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EXCEPTIONAL

SERVICE

On March 14, 2013 the President of the Foundation, Mr. Robert W. Lively,
presented the Star of Bethlehem award to both Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Dillon and
the Atlanta Auxiliary group of the Order of Malta. The award honors those
who have given exceptional service to the hospital and the Foundation.

JOIN THE
THREE
KINGS
SOCIETY
Among the many ways you can help the
mothers and babies of Bethlehem is to remember them in your will. Whether or not you can
make a donation now, remembering
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
in your will, is your legacy of care for those most
vulnerable and poor. Your generosity will be
honored in perpetuity on a memorial plaque
located at the Hospital in the Holy Land.
All bequests to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation, as a charitable, not-for-profit
organization, are fully deductible for estate tax
purposes. It is always advisable to consult with
an experienced estate planning attorney about
drafting provisions for your will.
Please notify the Foundation of your bequest or
planned gift so that you can be honored in the
Three Kings Society and commemorated on the
memorial plaque at the Hospital.

Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation fall 2013

The event was held in the rectory of Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Atlanta, GA.
The celebratory evening was attended by members of the Order of Malta
and other supporters of the Foundation.
Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Dillon served as a board
The Auxiliary Group have taken this---and the
member on the Foundation board for fifteen
wish of the Grand Master that all knights and
years. He was instrumental in the successful
dames support the hospital---to heart. Each year
national fundraising campaign; he conceived of the group raises awareness and funds during
and executed the Parish Outreach Program, and the Lourdes pilgrimage for the Hospital. Giving
he has inspired
of their time
countless others
and talent so
to participate
that the Order
in volunteer
can do today
programs to supwhat it once
port the hospital.
did in its first
Rev. Msgr. Dillon
hospice---provide a refuge
has led several
for expectant
pilgrimages to
mothers and
the Holy Land
deliver their bawhich always
bies in safety.
included a visit
Left to Right, Erica Wright Meloney, Butch Elmgren, Rev. Msgr. Edward Dillon,
The group
to the hospital
Rob Lively and Todd Gangell
so that pilgrims could witness firsthand the vital epitomizes the hands-on mission of the Order
of Malta which has helped ensure that the doors
work being performed in the region.
of the hospital would always remain open to all.
Under his leadership and advocacy, Holy Spirit
Their generous devotion and innovative ways
Catholic Church annually performs a second
have collectively raised nearly $16,000. We look
collection for the hospital. The collective total
that has been raised through the years has been forward to their continued commitment to the
over $60,000. We will always be grateful for hav- hospital and service to the poor.
ing had his experience, enthusiasm and leadership which has strengthened the Foundation.
Holy Family Hospital is a major Work of the Order
of Malta in the place where the Order began.

Accepting the award on the behalf of the Auxiliary
group were Todd Gangell, Butch Elmgren and
Erica Wright Meloney.

learn more about these programs at birthplaceofhope.org

or call 202-785-0801
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Holy Family Hospital is under the direct responsibility of the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta. It continues the tradition of Christian love
born 2000 years ago with Our Lord Jesus Christ and carried on a thousand years later
for “our lords the poor and the sick” in the Order’s first hospice in nearby Jerusalem.

~ A Work of the Order of Malta
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