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Journey to
BETHLEHEM

TO G E T H E R
WE CAN MAKE AN

I M PAC T

Every day, there are thousands of lives depending on Holy Family
Hospital in Bethlehem. We look to you to help us care for each and
every one of them. See all the lifesaving work your generosity has
already helped to accomplish this year:

2017 MILESTONES

MAR

Second Annual Boston Reception raises over $42,000 to
save 5 “micro preemies” in Holy Family Hospital’s NICU

APR

Parishioners and students at St. Joseph Catholic Church
in Garden City, NY raise over $30,000 through the
Babies in Bethlehem program

MAY

$15,000 in healthcare funds for mothers and babies

Mother Daughter Tea in Washington, DC raises over
in Bethlehem’s poorest communities.
Individual donors help secure a
JUN

$100,000 matching gift for a new neonatal
ventilator and general NICU support

JUL

426 babies are delivered in a single month, breaking all
past Hospital records

th

OCT

Expected to deliver 75,000
at Holy Family Hospital

baby
75,000th

None of this would be possible WITHOUT YOU!
Please donate today to ensure care for Bethlehem’s neediest
families and see how great an impact we can make when
we work together.

peace

THROUGH MEDICINE

At

39 years old, expectant mother Reema and her husband,
Abu Zachariah, were preparing to welcome their firstborn child.

Coming from an established Muslim family in Amman, Jordan, Reema
knew from an early age that she wanted to be a mother. After suffering a
heartbreaking miscarriage a few years into her marriage, she feared her
dream might never come true. This new baby was a miracle, the answer to
over ten years of desperate prayers.
At 27 weeks, Reema unexpectedly went into labor. She was terrified, flooded
with the memory of her past miscarriage. Her husband rushed her to Holy
Family Hospital where their son was delivered weighing only 2.2 lbs. They
named him Zachariah.
But their family’s journey was
far from over. Zachariah was
immediately admitted to Holy Family
Hospital’s NICU, where he spent two
months growing and recovering with
his parents by his side.
Reema’s first hours as a mother
tested her faith. But whenever
she began to lose hope, she was
reminded of the Holy Family and felt
comfort.
“My religion is Islam,” said Reema,
“and contemplating the Holy Family
watching over my baby brought
me so much hope during those
difficult times.”
While Zachariah was still in the NICU,
Reema and her husband decided
to find a gift for the Hospital and
its staff, who were working to save
Baby Zachariah
her baby’s life. They decided on a
special icon of the Holy Family, remembering who brought them strength in
their darkest moments.
“I wanted other families — both Christian and Muslim — to feel that same
comfort,” Reema said. “They are not alone.”
After two long months of intensive care, baby Zachariah was cleared to go
home. Today the gifted icon hangs proudly above the infants in Holy Family
Hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.
Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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H O LY F A M I LY H O S P I T A L

D

oa is a 27-year-old wife and mother with a friendly smile and a
ready laugh. After delivering both a daughter and a son at Holy
Family Hospital, Doa was delighted to learn that she was expecting
another baby boy. Several times a month, she would travel to Bethlehem
from her family home in Hebron’s Aroub Refugee Camp to receive prenatal
care. Her pregnancy was progressing well; she felt healthy and strong, and
looked forward to another seamless delivery at Holy Family Hospital.

A COMMITMENT

to life

A week from her due date, Doa woke before dawn. Her labor had started
and was advancing quickly. Wasting no time, Doa’s husband rounded up
their family and together they departed for Bethlehem.
Along the way, Doa’s mother,
a retired nurse, suggested a
nearby hospital where she
could give birth. But Doa
refused to deliver anywhere
other than Holy Family
Hospital, and insisted they
continue on to Bethlehem.
Ten minutes further down
the road, Doa cried out
for the car to stop. Her
mother quickly prepared a
space in the backseat and,
within a matter of minutes,
Doa became a proud new mother of three. She carefully swaddled little
Muhammad in a blanket and their journey continued.
Just a few minutes after his birth, baby Muhammad and his family set off
again for Holy Family Hospital where the staff awaited their arrival. After
some much-needed rest, Doa eagerly recounted to us all the details of
her son’s dramatic birth. Despite all the excitement of his delivery, she
insisted she was never afraid — she knew that with her mother by her
side and the team of doctors waiting at Holy Family Hospital, no harm
would come to her or her baby.
Laughing, Doa told us that if she is ever blessed with another child, she
will continue to seek care at Holy Family Hospital, but promises to leave
home a little sooner next time!

Doa and baby Muhammad
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Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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H E L P S U P P O RT U S

today!

Now more than ever, your generous support will ensure Holy Family
Hospital is able to provide critical care and lifesaving treatment to the
poorest of mothers, babies, and families throughout the Bethlehem
region of the Holy Land.

SAVE A LIFE — CONTRIBUTE TODAY

$100

$250

$500

Provide prenatal
care to expectant
mothers in need.

Celebrate life by
sponsoring the
delivery of a baby
in Bethlehem.

Provide cancer and
diabetes screenings
for women without
access to
healthcare.

the I N N K E E P E R ’ S corner
HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Just as the Innkeeper in Scripture embraced Mary and Joseph in their time of
need, each one of our supporters offers the same level of care and hospitality
to thousands of poor and at-risk families in the Holy Land today. See how you
can become an Innkeeper and serve the mothers and babies of Bethlehem:

Buy Your Personalized Christmas Cards Today!
What better way to spread the joy of
Jesus’ birth than to give the gift of life in
the land where Christ was born? Proceeds
from Christmas card sales help to provide
healthcare to those families who would
otherwise go without.
Order online at
www.birthplaceofhope.org/christmascards

$1,000

$2,500

$5,000

Provide vital support
for the Hospital’s
Poor Case Fund.

Save the life of
a premature infant
through support
of the NICU.

Sponsor the Mobile
Outreach Clinic for
families in refugee camps
and remote villages.

Congratulations!
We are proud to announce that our
Foundation President, Mrs. Michele Burke
Bowe, DM, was appointed Ambassador to
Palestine from the Order of Malta. We are eager for Ambassador Bowe to
flourish in this role as she works to maintain the Order of Malta’s diplomatic
relations with Palestine and facilitate its hospitaller works in the Holy Land.

Donations can be made online at birthplaceofhope.org.

Welcome!

To contribute by check or credit card, please use the attached return envelope.
Please make your check payable to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation.

Please join us in welcoming three new members to our Board of Directors,
Mr. Thomas E. Driscoll, KM, Mrs. Kathleen A. McGaughan, DM, and
Mr. Terrence E. McGaughan, KM. We look forward to working together
to advance the lives of the mothers and babies of Bethlehem.

The Three Kings Society
Remembering the mothers and babies of Bethlehem in your will is a wonderful way
to provide support in perpetuity. Please contact Jennifer McNulty at (202) 785-0801
for more information on how you can become a member of the Foundation’s
Three Kings Society.
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) organization.
All donations are tax-deductible according to current IRS guidelines.
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FOUNDATION UPDATES

Thank you!
It is with heartfelt gratitude that we say thank you to two longtime Foundation
Board Members, Mrs. Josephine “Nicky” Benz Carpenter, DM and H.E. Justin S.
Simpson, KM. Thank you for your selfless contributions of both time and talent,
which have helped broaden Holy Family Hospital’s impact in the Holy Land.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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babies

a Catholic

IN BETHLEHEM

P

art of our mission at Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation is to
spread awareness of our life-affirming Hospital to individuals throughout the
United States. That is why we are thrilled to have the involvement and support
of Catholic schools and parishes nationwide, who are committed to championing
our blessed hospital and growing in solidarity with families in the Holy Land. You can
involve your parish too!
The Foundation’s Babies in Bethlehem program helps to bring families closer than
ever to our mission of life, peace, and hope. Through parish-wide almsgiving and
a robust religious education curriculum, dozens of parishes and schools have now
adopted this faith-in-action program, each implementing it in a new, creative way.
St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Garden City, NY is one of these
exceptional parishes. The church’s
pastor, Msgr. James Swiader,
decided to launch the program
during Lent after visiting Holy
Family Hospital with a group of his
parishioners.

Starting on Ash Wednesday,
students from Kindergarten to 8th
grade began learning about the
Hospital in school and religious
education. Every day began with a
Msgr. James Swiader
prayer for the infants at Holy Family
Hospital. The parish pilgrims who visited the Hospital spoke of their experience at
Sunday Masses, sparking an interest in their fellow parishioners.
“Everyone did something,” Msgr. Swiader says, “large or small.” They learned
together, prayed together, and worked together all for the benefit of Bethlehem’s
neediest. Going above and beyond their already generous weekly contributions, the
parishioners raised an astounding $30,000 in direct support for Holy Family Hospital.
Msgr. Swiader writes, “Our parishioners started to become familiar with the
Hospital and its story, it became personal to them. It was about more than an
institution; it was about the mothers, fathers, and children.”
Again and again, dedicated parishes like St. Joseph’s remind us that there is no
limit to the impact that one can make when united with others in prayer and charity.
To learn about how you can launch Babies in Bethlehem in your parish or school,
please contact Jennifer McNulty, Foundation Director, at (202) 785-0801 or by email
at jennifer@hfhfoundation.org. To access our religious education curriculum and
other program resources, please visit birthplaceofhope.org/babiesinbethlehem.
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T E AC H I N G H O S P I TA L

H

oly Family Hospital understands the importance of empowering
Bethlehem’s next generation. Providing more than just healthcare,
the Hospital is a center for excellence in training medical residents,
nurses, and midwives from across the West Bank. As Bethlehem’s second
largest employer, the Hospital
makes it a priority to offer first-rate
clinical education and employment
opportunities whenever possible.
Dr. Bara al Masri is one of the
current residents in the Obstetrics
and Gynecology department at
Holy Family Hospital. He attended
medical School at Al Quds
(Jerusalem) University where he
met his wife, Khadija, a practicing
dentist. Together they are parents
to two little girls.

Dr. Bara al Masri

After completing his first years of residency in the United Kingdom at the
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital, Dr. Bara and his family decided to return
to Palestine. He applied to a number of different residency programs
throughout the West Bank, and was thrilled to earn a spot at the prestigious
Holy Family Hospital.
While many local hospitals are under-funded, Holy Family Hospital is known
for being a state-of-the-art facility where the staff is warm, professional, and
well-trained. Dr. Bara feels grateful to work at our Hospital where protocols
and training standards follow the international norms he grew accustomed
to in the U.K.
“A hospital has two primary responsibilities,” Dr. Bara said, “First to provide
trusted medical services, and second to provide well-trained doctors.
Holy Family Hospital does both. That is why over 70% of families in the
Bethlehem region choose to deliver their babies here.”
Dr. Bara loves his job. Though he could easily work anywhere in The United
States or Europe, his heart is at Holy Family Hospital, where he can serve the
expectant mothers of Bethlehem.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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A B E AC O N O F

hope

D O C T O R N ATA L I A

A

beer was born at Holy Family Hospital 25 years ago during a
period of heightened political unrest. Just a few weeks after she
was born, her mother, Rouhiya, took her to the market in Hebron.
Suddenly, Rouhiya was caught in crossfire with Baby Abeer still lying in
her arms.

Abeer and Rouhiya

That day would change
their family forever. A
bullet grazed Rouhiya’s
head, resulting in
a superficial injury
from which she fully
recovered. But Abeer’s
injuries were far more
serious. The newborn
was hit in the neck and
had to be flown to the
United States for a series
of high-risk surgeries.
Though the doctors were
able to save her life,
Abeer never regained
the use of her legs.

At the age of twenty, Abeer met Ashraf, a handsome young man with a
quick smile. They fell in love and were married shortly thereafter. Less
than a year later, the newlyweds were blessed with a beautiful son,
Ramad, delivered at Holy Family Hospital.
Abeer loves being a mother. She races around in her wheelchair looking
after her busy toddler. When she learned that she was expecting again,
their family was overjoyed. Abeer immediately began prenatal care at
Holy Family Hospital, the only place in the West Bank she can trust to
perform her high-risk deliveries.
Throughout the course of her second pregnancy, Abeer was especially
grateful for the kind and attentive care of Dr. Natalia, a Holy Family

Dr. Natalia Kovaleva

Hospital obstetrician. When the doctor told them they were having a little
girl, they decided they would call the baby Natalia in her honor.
On the day of her scheduled C-section, Abeer and her family set off for
Bethlehem. As she was wheeled out for surgery, her son gave her a big
hug and kiss, and bounced around the room in
anticipation of meeting his new sister.
The procedure took longer than expected, but
Ashraf says he was never worried. He knew Dr.
Natalia was simply taking her time, making sure
Abeer and her little namesake were given the very
best of care.
An hour later, just 1,500 steps from where the Christ
Child was born, baby Natalia let all of Bethlehem
know she was here with a loud, healthy cry.

Abeer and baby Natalia
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Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801

11

Holy Family Hospital is a primary hospitaller
work of the Order of Malta. Its U.S. foundation is
a shared work of all three U.S. associations. The
Grand Master has asked all Knights and Dames
throughout the world to share in its support.

Kathryn S. Abell, GCMG/Ob
Gail T. Berardino, DM
Marissa Del Rosario-Blackett, DM
Julie H. Condon, DM
Paul David, KM
Thomas E. Driscoll, KM
Michael K. Grace, KM
Frances O’C Hardart, GCDM
Timothy S. Jeffries, KM
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout,
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington
Robert W. Lively, KMOb
Kathleen A. McGaughan, DM
Terrence E. McGaughan, KM
Richard D. Milone, MD, GCM
H.E. William J. Page, GCMG
Patrick D. Powers, KM
John V. Quinn, MD, KM
Doug P. Stephen, KM
John G. Sylvia, KM

Ellen S. Shafer, GCMG/Ob, Chairman
Ambassador Michele Burke Bowe, DM,
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

After you have enjoyed this newsletter, we
encourage you to share the good works of
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
with a friend by passing this along!

2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036

