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Journey to
BETHLEHEM

A COMMITMENT

to life

DEAR FRIENDS,
You may have noticed our fresh “look and feel” as expressed through a new
graphic identity for Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation.
Our new logo, depicted on the cover of this newsletter, captures the
wonderment of the Holy Family gathered around the manger at the birth
of the Christ Child. In essence, Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem serves
as a modern-day manger — committed to the miracle of life, never turning
anyone away. Our tagline, Delivering Life, Peace, and Hope in the Holy
Land, underscores the breadth of our Foundation’s work and reflects Holy
Family Hospital’s broader impact, beyond healthcare, throughout Bethlehem
and the far-reaching communities.
I hope you agree that our refreshed graphics convey the blessed care and
treatment delivered through our state-of-the-art Catholic teaching Hospital,
just steps from the place where Christ’s birth brings hope to all humanity.
Above all, the spirit of inclusivity permeates Holy Family Hospital’s provision
of comprehensive healthcare for mothers, babies, children, and families in
the Holy Land — regardless of religion, nationality, or financial ability.
Our newsletter also has a new name. Aptly titled, Journey to Bethlehem,
we invite you to visit families throughout the Bethlehem region in the
following pages and meet Hospital clinicians and staff to learn about the
many ways our Foundation delivers life, peace, and hope in the Holy Land –
all through the prayers and generosity of caring supporters like you.
In faith and gratitude,

Katherine Griffin Hand
Executive Director
Katie.Hand@HFHFoundation.org

A

fter years of struggling to become pregnant, Yasmine and her
husband were overjoyed to learn they were expecting their first
child, due only days before their seventh wedding anniversary.
Living in Hebron, a village an hour and a half away from Holy Family
Hospital, Yasmine regularly saw a local doctor. Near the end of her
pregnancy, her doctor noticed several factors indicative of a high-risk
pregnancy and immediately recommended that Yasmine travel the long
distance to Holy Family Hospital, the closest hospital equipped to handle
her complications.
On June 18, Yasmine went into labor and, together with her husband,
rushed to Holy Family Hospital. Medical Director Dr. Nihad Salsa was
awaiting her arrival and quickly diagnosed her with umbilical cord
complications, threatening the life of the baby. Only minutes after entering
the hospital, Yasmine
was taken into
emergency surgery.
She said, “The team
of doctors worked
very fast to find out
what was wrong with
my baby, and within
minutes I was sent to
the operating room
for an emergency
cesarean section.”

The surgery was a
success, and Yasmine
was overjoyed to
welcome a beautiful
baby girl into the
world surrounded by her husband and the dedicated team of medical
professionals from Holy Family Hospital. Dr. Salsa said, “Every doctor on
the team worked so hard to save both mother and baby. We care about
their lives and are so happy that they will be able to go home healthy!”
Yasmine and her husband are grateful for the high-quality care that they
received at Holy Family Hospital and recognize that they would not
have their baby girl, Lara, were it not for the expertise and care of the
Hospital’s team.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | 202.785.0801
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H O LY FA M I LY H O S P I TA L
O F B E T H L E H E M F O U N DAT I O N

T

he growing demand for services at Holy Family Hospital has strained
its current physical space. Every Hospital department has seen a
rise in patient services. In 2014, the Hospital delivered 70 percent
of the babies born in Bethlehem, a record 3,400, with almost 400 saved in
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. Additionally, every outpatient clinic at the
Hospital has expanded, hiring additional staff and increasing the clinic hours
to help support the ever-growing need. So far, the trajectory is continuing
in 2015, with the Hospital operating at full capacity. The number of people
treated at Holy Family Hospital continues to increase at an astounding
25 percent annually.

ARCHITECT’S RENDERING OF NEW CONSTRUCTION AT HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL

is excited to announce
plans for new construction
at Holy Family Hospital!
commence in winter of 2015 and is expected to conclude in spring 2017.
The project is being funded by generous donors to Holy Family Hospital
of Bethlehem Foundation and the Order of Malta.
The renovation of this space is vital to the continued growth of the Hospital
and its ability to serve our expanding patient base at the highest level of
care. After completion, these new operating rooms will nearly double the
number of women served through the Hospital’s Outreach Clinics, such as
the Well Woman Clinic. More operations will be performed, enabling more
women past the childbearing age to lead fulfilling, healthy lives!

Due to the critical nature of this project, our Foundation’s Board
of Directors has pledged a 2:1 match up to $500,000 for all
contributions made to support the Hospital construction.

TIERED RECOGNITION OPPORTUNITIES
FOR A BLESSED LEGACY
Your support of Holy Family Hospital’s new operating theater also presents
a wonderful opportunity to establish a permanent presence only steps
from the birthplace of Jesus. There are multiple options for tiered levels
of recognition to honor supporters of this blessed hospital, as well as our
Foundation’s mission to deliver life, peace, and hope in the Holy Land.
MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES AT HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL

$100,000

Holy Family Hospital plans to renovate and expand to help meet the
growing demand and maintain its state-of-the-art facility. Specifically, our
Foundation is funding the construction of two new operating rooms and
repurposing the old for administrative use. In doing so, an additional 75,000
square feet will be added on to the original structure. Construction will
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Operating Room

$50,000

Administrative Offices

$25,000

Training Suite

$10,000

Garden Restoration

$1,000–$9,999

Inclusion on Memorial Plaque at the Hospital

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | 202.785.0801
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GIVE THE GIFT

of life!

SUPPORT HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL
OF BETHLEHEM FOUNDATION
Like the innkeeper’s wife in Scripture who showed Mary to the stable, you
can be a modern-day innkeeper for families in need today.
Now more than ever, your generous support will deliver critical care
and life-affirming treatment for the poorest of poor mothers, babies and
families throughout the Bethlehem region in the Holy Land.

MAKE A CONTRIBUTION

MATCHING GIFTS

$100

$250

$500

Provide prenatal
care for expectant
mothers in need

Celebrate life by
sponsoring the
delivery of a baby
in Bethlehem

Provide cancer and
diabetes screenings
for women without
healthcare

$1,000

$2,500

$_____

Provide vital support
for the Hospital’s
Poor Fund

Save the life of a
premature infant
through support
of the NICU

Help fund the
new Hospital
Construction

To contribute by check or credit card, please use the attached return envelope.
Please make your check payable to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation.
Donations can be made online at birthplaceofhope.org.
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) organization.
All donations are tax-deductible according to current IRS guidelines.
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If you would like to make your gift go further, consider a matching gift.
Many employers match donations to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation. If your company is eligible, request a matching gift form from
your employer, and send it completed and signed with your gift. We will do
the rest!
The impact of your contribution to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation may be doubled or possibly tripled. Some companies also
match gifts made by retirees and/or spouses.

PLANNED GIVING —
JOIN THE THREE KINGS
SOCIETY
Remembering the most vulnerable
and poor of Bethlehem in your will is
a wonderful way to provide support
in perpetuity. Your generosity will
be memorialized on a plaque at the
Hospital in the Holy Land. All bequests
to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation are tax-deductible for estate
planning purposes, based on current IRS
regulations. For more information about
making a planned gift, please contact
Katherine Griffin Hand at 202.785.0801, or
email Katie.Hand@HFHFoundation.org.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | 202.785.0801
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peace

THIS

THROUGH MEDICINE

H

oly Family Hospital is proud to be a primary employer in Bethlehem,
with 150 Palestinians on staff. The Hospital also provides women
with opportunities for advancement in a region where few exist.
Vera Baboun, Bethlehem’s first female Mayor, says, “This Hospital has such
an important impact on the community. Professional doctors, many jobs, and
many outreach projects make living in Bethlehem better!”
Today, women hold key
leadership positions at
the Hospital, such as
Medical Director, head of
the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, head of the Well
Woman Clinic, and Project
Manager. The Hospital’s
embrace of female
leaders underscores
its fundamental spirit of
equality and progress.

DR. MICHELINE AL-QASSIS

Medical Director, Dr.
Nihad Salsa, grew up in
the town of Beit-Sahour,
only minutes from Holy
Family Hospital. She studied at Mosul University Medical College in Iraq, and
completed her studies at the Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynecologists
in the United Kingdom. After joining the Hospital’s staff in 2013, she was
quickly promoted to Medical Director. Dr. Salsa works diligently, ensuring that
the Hospital runs smoothly and all patients receive the highest level of care.
Head of the NICU, Dr. Micheline Al-Qassis, was born at Holy Family Hospital
when it was still operating as a general hospital. She studied pediatric
medicine in Greece before returning for a neonatology residency in Israel.
Her immense love for each baby she treats in the NICU is evident and
readily shared with all who meet her. “I feel like the NICU is my home,” she
says, “I love this Hospital because we never give up. My team works hard
to provide the babies with the best care we can give them and they will do
whatever it takes to save the life of a premature infant.”
We are blessed and privileged to have leaders like Dr. Salsa and
Dr. Al-Qassis, who are pioneers in their field and inspiring voices for women
in this region of hardship.
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Advent, J O I N U S I N D E L I V E R I N G

Life, Peace, and Hope
T O M O T H E R S A N D B A B I E S I N T H E H O LY L A N D.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

This Christmas Season order
your Christmas Cards through
our Foundation and help provide
critical maternity and neonatal
care for families in the Holy Land!
Order online at
www.birthplaceofhope.org

BABIES IN BETHLEHEM
ADVENT PROJECT
Our Foundation is proud to introduce
Babies in Bethlehem, a faith in action
project designed to bring Advent to life in
Catholic parishes and parochial schools
across the country in support of Holy
Family Hospital in Bethlehem!
Activities include:
• School Curriculum: Online resources for school administrators and
religious educators to access lesson materials, discussion guides, and
activities for all grade levels that focus on the birth of Christ.
• Bethlehem Boxes: An Advent almsgiving opportunity for students to
collect donations for the Hospital in their own Bethlehem Box.
• Student Reflections: Older students and youth ministry members
share thoughts about Holy Family Hospital at Masses during Sundays
in Advent.
For more information and to access all project material in The Advent
Toolkit, visit us online at www.birthplaceofhope.org

IN

ME MO RIA M

Leadership and staff of Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
are saddened beyond measure to share the news of the sudden
passing on May 7, 2015 of our beloved Board Member Gary W.
Shertenlieb, Sr., KMOb. Together with his wife, Diana, he worked
tirelessly to raise awareness and urgently needed funds for poor and
at-risk mothers, babies, and families throughout the Holy Land.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | 202.785.0801
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A B E AC O N O F

hope

E

very Thursday, Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation’s
Mobile Outreach Clinic visits Rashaydeh — a refugee camp
located an hour outside Bethlehem — and provides free pre- and
postnatal care and pediatric exams to the women and children who
live there. These services are critical as they detect problems that may
lead to severe complications for both mother and child during and after
pregnancy. Because of Rashaydeh’s remote desert location, the Mobile
Clinic serves as the only reliable source of any sort of specialized care
for expectant mothers, making the Clinic an indispensible part of their
healthcare.
Ahlam and her husband, Shadad, live with Shadad’s parents in
Rashaydeh where they help tend the family’s sheep. Ahlam started
visiting the Mobile Clinic regularly during her first pregnancy, and —
having received comprehensive prenatal care — safely delivered
her first son,
Falah, at Holy
Family Hospital.
“I received the
best care at the
Hospital,” she says,
“the doctors and
nurses calmed my
fears during my
first delivery.”
Not long after,
Ahlam became
pregnant with
her second child.
At only thirty weeks, she went into early labor and was rushed to Holy
Family Hospital. Her second son, Esan, was born weighing just over
three pounds.
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Doctors from Holy Family Hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
were standing by, ready to treat baby Esan who was struggling to
breathe through his premature lungs. They administered the necessary
life-saving treatment and have since been closely monitoring his
lung development.
Today, baby Esan is growing at an impressive pace, on track to leave
the NICU as soon as he reaches five pounds. His mother and father
are overwhelmed with gratitude to the doctors at Holy Family Hospital
for saving their son’s life. Ahlam said, “If I had delivered my baby in my
village, there would not have been any doctors or medicine to save
Esan’s life. I am so grateful to these doctors for working so hard to
make sure my baby is healthy!”
Leadership and staff at Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
are truly thankful for all our generous supporters whose prayers and
financial contributions make possible the wonderful works of our
Hospital. Your care for the mothers, babies, and families of Bethlehem
make miracles, like Esan’s safe delivery, an everyday reality at our
Hospital in Bethlehem.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | 202.785.0801
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Holy Family Hospital is a primary hospitaller
work of the Order of Malta. Its U.S. foundation is
a shared work of all three U.S. associations. The
Grand Master has asked all Knights and Dames
throughout the world to share in its support.

Executive Director
Katherine Griffin Hand

Kathryn S. Abell, GCMG/Ob
Gail T. Berardino, DM
Marissa Del Rosario-Blackett, DM
Josephine Benz Carpenter, DM
Julie H. Condon, DM
Gregory J. Granitto, KM
Richard Grant, KM
Frances O’C Hardart, DM
Timothy Jeffries, KM
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout,
Conventual Chaplain ad honorem
Robert W. Lively, KMOb
Richard D. Milone, MD, GCM
HE William J. Page, GCMG
Patrick D. Powers, KM
John V. Quinn, MD, KM
HE Justin S. Simpson, KM
Doug P. Stephen, KM
John G. Sylvia, KM

Ellen S. Shafer, GCMG/Ob, Chairman
Michele Burke Bowe, DM, President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

After you have enjoyed this newsletter, we
encourage you to share the good works of
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
with a friend by passing this along!

2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036

