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Journey to
BETHLEHEM

peace

TO G E T H E R
WE MAKE AN

I M PAC T

THROUGH MEDICINE

You’ve heard it from us many times
before — Holy Family Hospital
has experienced unprecedented
growth over the past five years.
The increases are widespread; they
can be seen in the babies delivered,
employees hired, and, blessedly, in
the generosity of donors like you.
Together you have answered the
call. Over 43% of those receiving
this newsletter have made at least
one donation to Holy Family Hospital since 2012. Your gift, no matter
how small, has played a role in helping us meet this growing demand.
Don’t think your gift has made a difference? Think again.

HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL: 2012 TO NOW

Deliveries
Well Woman Clinic
Consultations

2012

2017

3,166

4,342

31

1,050

Employees

139

170

Infant Mortality

3.3%

.18%

Maternal Mortality

0%

0%

# Donors

443

1,342

$753,985

$1,764,720

Foundation Funds Sent
to Holy Family Hospital

We continue to do our part to preserve life and dignity in Bethlehem.
Though politics, economics, and demographics change, our values
never do. Thank you for standing by us these past five years as we
work hard to deliver life, peace, and hope in the Holy Land.

Meet Fatima

Meet Siham

Fatima worked as a nurse at Holy Family
Hospital for 11 years before deciding
to pursue teaching. In her new role
as a clinical instructor for nurses and
midwives at Bethlehem University,
she makes frequent visits back to
the Hospital to monitor her students’
training.

As Holy Family Hospital’s matron,
or senior nurse, Siham manages all
the Hospital’s nurses and midwives.
She coordinates the nursing staff’s
professional development, looks for
ways to improve patient care, and
sits on the Hospital’s senior
management team.

“I worked at Holy Family Hospital for
11 years,” Fatima says. “In many ways, I
feel I grew up there. I love that I am now
able to train nurses at this Hospital, my
second home.”

Though herself born at home in
Bethlehem, today Siham is a firm
believer in hospital births.

Fatima calls herself an advocate
for mothers and pregnant women
everywhere. She is proud of her career
as a nurse, and even prouder of her
work as an instructor, where she is
able to inspire the next generation of
Palestinian nurses.

“You never know when an emergency
will pop up,” Siham says. “A good
maternity hospital is there to save the
lives of mothers and babies.”
Siham loves her team of nurses and
midwives, and takes every opportunity
to empower women who want to work
in the healthcare field. Her colleagues
say she is always working to encourage
mutual respect and teamwork among
her Christian and Muslim staff.

Holy Family Hospital is fortunate to count both Siham and Fatima among its
ranks of nearly 100 Palestinian women. Together, they are helping
Holy Family Hospital raise the standard of maternity care and
neonatal health throughout the West Bank.
Help them continue their ongoing education by donating to
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation today.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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H O LY F A M I LY H O S P I T A L

B

aby Thea made her way into the world on October 2, 2017 —
17 weeks before her due date. At the time she was born, her mother,
Amal, remembers how Thea was so small and fragile that she was
afraid to hold her.
“I was so scared the morning I went into labor,” Amal says. “Two years ago, I
lost a child because I went into early labor. At 23 weeks, the hospital I went
to said my pregnancy was nonviable.”
The memory is painful for Amal; she feared losing Thea, too.
Amal knew that Holy Family Hospital provided the best maternity care in the
region. Still, she felt trapped. Her husband, Ishmael, had recently lost his job
at a hotel in Jericho due to a long, steady decline in the tourism industry.
They felt they couldn’t afford the cost of care at a private hospital.
Baby Thea, however, had her own plans.

A COMMITMENT

to life

“I could feel Thea kicking me strongly,” Amal says. “It was as if she was
saying ‘Come on, mom! Let’s go to Holy Family Hospital!’”
Amal followed her instincts. She told her husband, Ishmael, that they
needed to go to Holy Family Hospital, and fast.
Upon their arrival, Amal went immediately into emergency surgery.
Baby Thea emerged a few minutes later — alive, moving, but barely
breathing. Doctors rushed to connect her to a ventilator and placed her
in an incubator. When Amal saw Thea, she could not believe how tiny,
yet otherwise perfect, the newborn lying before her was. Still, she and
Ishmael worried about the cost of her long-term care.
Amal, whose name means
hope in Arabic, says “I knew
somehow that everything
would be okay. Everyone at
Holy Family Hospital has a
big heart; Thea was in good
hands.”
The staff encouraged the
couple to meet with Mary,
the Hospital’s social worker,
to discuss their eligibility for
financial assistance. Thanks
Thea at four months
to the generosity of donors
to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation’s Neediest Baby Fund,
Mary was able to secure funds for Thea’s ongoing care.
Today, Thea is a four-pound, four-month-old baby who looks just like her
mother. Her big sister, five-year-old Taleen, says she can’t wait for Thea to
come home so they can draw, paint, and play school together.
You can help save the life of a baby like Thea. Donate to the Neediest
Baby Fund to provide lifesaving care to the smallest and most vulnerable
infants in Holy Family Hospital’s NICU.

Baby Thea, born at 23 weeks
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YOU CAN MAKE A

difference
Now more than ever, your generous support will ensure that Holy Family
Hospital is able to provide lifesaving care to the poorest of mothers,
babies, and families throughout the Holy Land.

the I N N K E E P E R ’ S corner
Just as the Innkeeper in Scripture embraced Mary and Joseph in their time of
need, each one of our supporters offers the same level of care and hospitality
to thousands of poor and at-risk families in the Holy Land today.

THANK YOU!

SAVE A LIFE — GIVE TODAY

In our Fall 2017 newsletter, we invited all our readers to prayerfully consider
involving their parish or school in Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation’s lifesaving mission through the Babies in Bethlehem Advent
program. We never imagined such an extraordinary response!

$100

$250

$500

Provide prenatal
care to expectant
mothers in need.

Celebrate life by
sponsoring the
delivery of a baby
in Bethlehem.

Provide cancer and
diabetes screenings
for women without
access to
healthcare.

$1,000

$2,500

$5,000

Provide vital support
for the Hospital’s
Poor Case Fund.

Save the life of
a premature infant
through support
of the NICU.

Sponsor the Mobile
Outreach Clinic for
families in refugee camps
and remote villages.

Donations can be made online at birthplaceofhope.org.
To contribute by check or credit card, please use the attached return envelope.
Please make your check payable to Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation.

The Three Kings Society
Remembering the mothers and babies of Bethlehem in your will is a wonderful way
to provide support in perpetuity. Please contact Kate Robinson, Director of Annual
Giving and Stewardship, at (202) 785-0801 for more information on how you can
become a member of the Foundation’s Three Kings Society.
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) organization.
All donations are tax-deductible according to current IRS guidelines.

Across the country,
19 schools and parishes
from 30 cities in 15 states
worked to raise nearly
$50,000 for Holy Family
Hospital throughout the
four weeks of Advent.
From second collections
and parish-wide appeals
to Christmas pageants and
plays, these communities
found incredibly meaningful
ways to put their faith
into action.
This show of support makes a difference. Not only does it provide essential
maternity and neonatal care to the women and children who need it most, but
it reminds families in the Holy Land that they are not forgotten — that there are
communities right here in the United States who care.
Lent 2018 is now well underway, and we have a whole new group of schools
and parishes springing into action! We can’t wait to see what their impact
will be.

COMING SOON
Keep an eye out for our new Babies in Bethlehem promotional video with all
the information you need to launch the program in your own parish. View it on
our website, or any of our social media pages.
Facebook: facebook.com/HolyFamilyHospital
Instagram: @hfh_foundation
Twitter: @HolyFamilyHF
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MEET

MEET

Jameelah
W

hen I was a little girl, I loved to sew. My family always told me I
would grow up to be a tailor, and for many years I believed them.
I was working in a local sewing shop when a friend invited me to
join her in taking the university entrance exam for practical nursing. “Just for
the fun of it,” I told myself.
The results came back:
my friend failed, and I
passed. For the first time
in my life, I wondered if I
had been wrong about my
future.
Yes, I had a plan for my
life, but God had a better
one for me.
I decided to go to nursing
school. At first, my mother
disapproved; she had
worked in a hospital and
had seen the long, hard
hours that nurses work.
I promised her that I
would only study in my
spare time, with no real
Jameelah
expectation of obtaining
a degree. After all, I had always enjoyed working as a tailor; there was no
reason to pursue a career in a brand new field.

Hanhan
L

ike Jameelah, I never planned
on becoming a nurse. After high
school, a university in Jordan
offered me a scholarship to study
nursing, but I didn’t think it was the right
path for me. I almost declined, as I was
concerned about the fragile political
situation of the time, but even then I
knew the importance of continuing my
education. So, I went to Jordan.
After graduation, I returned to Bethlehem
and took a nursing job at one of the local
hospitals. I was happy to be working —
an opportunity not given to all women in
my country — but something still didn’t
feel right.

Hanhan

It wasn’t until 1991, when I was recruited by Holy Family Hospital, that my heart
started to change.
Back then, the Hospital was still quite young; we were just a small team of
doctors, nurses, and midwives taking care of the mothers and babies who
needed us. But something about the Hospital’s culture captivated me. That
little team felt like my family — we supported each other.
For the first time in my life I was engrossed in my work. Just a year later, the
Hospital offered to send me back to school to study midwifery. I couldn’t wait
to start!

There was only one problem: I loved everything about nursing. I couldn’t help
but study hard and eventually earn my degree. When I started my first nursing
job at Holy Family Hospital in 1992, I realized that it was what I was meant to
be doing all along.

All these years later, I still give thanks for the journey on which God has taken
me. Every day, I get to go to work and see life enter the world before my very
eyes! I get to work with mothers through their pain and when at last I put the
baby beside their hearts, their tears, at once, are happy ones.

Today, I am the head of Holy Family Hospital’s Nursery Department and a
clinical instructor for students at Bethlehem University. I love everything about
my job — my colleagues, my patients, and the opportunity to see miracles
happen every day.

I have delivered thousands of babies. Almost daily, women stop me on the
streets of Bethlehem to introduce me to their children who are now 10, 20,
almost 30 years old. Just last week, we recruited a new employee to the
Hospital. Come to find out that I was the midwife who delivered him!

I have spent 26 years at Holy Family Hospital. It is more than a job to me...
it’s my home.

“Look at him now,” I marveled, “a young man building his future in the very
place where he was born.”
I was there to witness both — there could be no greater gift.
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A B E AC O N O F

hope

T

here is something unique about Holy Family Hospital that sets it
apart from other hospitals of its kind. It possesses a special quality
— one that inspires, just as it did St. John Paul II when he named
the Hospital a top priority for the Catholic Church in the new millennium.
What is it about Holy Family Hospital that moves us so deeply? Like so
many Catholic hospitals, its staff upholds a commitment to life that is
absolute. Statistically, the Hospital’s records speak for themselves. With
0% maternal mortality in 2017, and infant mortality rates rivaling those
found in most developed nations, there is no question the Hospital is at
the forefront of its field.
So what is it that makes
this Hospital so much
more?
Last November 17th, on
World Prematurity Day,
the Hospital’s staff held
their annual celebration
for the NICU graduates
of three years prior.
Invited were all the
preemies treated in 2014
who were born before
32 weeks gestation, 25
children in all.
It was a joyful reunion.
Nijmeh, born at 27 weeks Doctors and staff
greeted each little one
by name and warmly embraced their family members. Children giggled
and bounced about, so full of life that it was strange for the adults in the
room to remember the reason they were all there — that not long ago, no
one was certain whether these vivacious three-year-olds would survive.
At the time they were born, all 25 weighed less than four pounds.
Most could fit into the palm of a hand.
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Ali, born at 27 weeks with his mother, Samar

One mother read aloud a book she authored, My Hope in Holy Family
Hospital, which chronicles her experience as the mother of a preemie in
the NICU. The reading brought many parents to tears, as they reflected
with gratitude on how Holy Family Hospital kept their families whole.
Perhaps this is what inspires us: Holy Family
Hospital’s culture of community, fostered every
day by our patients and staff. Regardless of how
long a baby stays at the Hospital – be it two
days or three months – they are members of
this community. Almost daily, our doctors and
nurses are invited to the birthday parties and
baptisms of the little ones they helped bring into
the world.
Adam, born at 28 weeks

Certainly, Holy Family Hospital is a medical
center of excellence, but more importantly it is a support system for
families in their time of greatest need. You, too, can support these families.
Donate today to bring hope and dignity where it is needed most.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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Holy Family Hospital is a primary hospitaller work
of the Order of Malta. Its U.S. Foundation is a
shared work of all three U.S. Associations. The
Grand Master has asked all Knights and Dames
throughout the world to share in its support.

Kathryn S. Abell, GCMG/Ob
Gail T. Berardino, DM
Marissa Del Rosario-Blackett, DM
Julie H. Condon, DM
Paul David, KM
Thomas E. Driscoll, KM
Michael K. Grace, KM
Frances O’C Hardart, GCDM
Timothy S. Jeffries, KM
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout,
Bishop of Richmond
Robert W. Lively, KMOb
Kathleen A. McGaughan, DM
Terrence E. McGaughan, KM
Richard D. Milone, MD, GCM
H.E. William J. Page, GCMG
Patrick D. Powers, KM
John V. Quinn, MD, KM
Doug P. Stephen, KM
John G. Sylvia, KM

Ellen S. Shafer, GCMG/Ob, Chairman
Ambassador Michele Burke Bowe, DM,
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We encourage you to share the good
works of Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation by passing this newsletter along
to a friend!

2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036

