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Journey to
BETHLEHEM

BETHLEHEM’S

TO G E T H E R
WE MAKE AN

Holy Family Hospital has
experienced another year of
growth in 2018. Over the past few
years, we have grown in many
ways, from babies delivered, to
employees hired, and gratefully,
in generous donors like you.
You have answered the call and
helped us open our doors wider
to the neediest families in the
Bethlehem region. Twenty years
ago, St. John Paul II recognized
the need for safe maternity and
pediatric care in the region, and asked that the Hospital be made a priority
for the millennium. Your gift has played a role in helping us meet this
growing demand.

HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL: THEN AND NOW

Deliveries

2012

2018

3,166

4,652

Well Woman Clinic
Consultations

31

1,275

Employees

139

172

Infant Mortality

3.3%

<1%

Maternal Mortality

0%

0%

# Donors

443

2,484

$753,985

$1,764,463

Foundation Funds Sent
to Holy Family Hospital

baby boom

I M PAC T

We continue to do our part to preserve life and dignity in Bethlehem.
Though politics, economics, and demographics change, our values
never do. Thank you for standing by us as we work hard
to deliver life, peace, and hope in the Holy Land.

T

hanks to your generosity, Holy Family Hospital’s doors are always
open to the mothers and babies of Bethlehem. This year, more
families than ever before have come through these Hospital doors
for lifesaving services not available elsewhere in the region.

In 2018, Holy Family Hospital delivered 4,652 babies.
The Hospital staff is working overtime
to care for every expectant mother
that walks through the door, even if
that means deferring days off to make
sure that the Hospital is not shortstaffed. Through the staff’s devotion to
the patients, the Hospital continues to
maintain its rigorous medical standards,
prioritizing its responsibility as a Catholic
teaching hospital to educate doctors,
nurses, and midwives, as well as the
new mothers.
The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in Holy Family Hospital is the only one
in the region capable of delivering and caring for infants born before 32
weeks. Some of these babies weigh as little as one pound. The 18 beds
in the NICU are almost
always full.
Holy Family Hospital
in Bethlehem brings
hope to its families and
community at large.
The need has never
been stronger, and so
is our resolve. Thanks
to your support, we are
ready for what promises
to be another record
breaking year!

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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H O LY F A M I LY H O S P I T A L

I

t takes a perfectly choreographed effort to run Holy Family Hospital, which
provides over 40,000 services each year. Each team member is crucial to
the operation, from the neonatologist who inserts catheters into the veins
of one-pound infants, to the cheerful women who deliver lunch. The 170+
members of the staff, comprised of Christians and Muslims, work seamlessly
together to deliver over 4,600 babies annually.
At Holy Family Hospital, the social work team is especially important in
providing psychological and pastoral care to patients and their families
throughout their hospital stays. In addition to compassionate counseling, the
social workers meet with each family to determine their financial needs and
ability to contribute toward their care. While every service provided at Holy
Family Hospital is subsidized by at least 50%, many families need further help
in covering their health care costs. The social workers meet with each family
to evaluate a patient’s eligibility to receive further financial assistance through
the Poor Case Fund, ensuring that all patients receive the full continuum of
care with dignity and respect.

A COMMITMENT

to life

Mary Maoh, the senior lead
social worker, has been
providing these critical
services at Holy Family
Hospital for over 20 years.
A recent graduate of the
Bethlehem University School
of Social Work joined her
to create a team of two.
Working together, they visit
the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit and other Hospital wards
to provide pastoral care to
all of Holy Family Hospital’s
Mary Maoh
patients. They counsel
parents with fragile babies, screen for depression and create solutions for
families who are struggling economically.
Mary loves working with Holy Family Hospital’s families and sees her
work as a grace-filled opportunity to bring the light of Christ to the poor.
Mary’s concern for the well-being of the families prompts her and the
social work team to conduct home visits in order to determine how best
to help alleviate economic burdens for them. Because of the economic
instability in the Bethlehem region, 75% of the Hospital’s patients are
living in poverty, and 50% are struggling to even have enough food and
water. Mary routinely reaches out to governmental and non-governmental
organizations to provide a full-circle safety net for these families, in addition
to serving them herself. In bad weather, you can find Mary in the hospital
van delivering milk, bread, and
blankets to the families under
her care — occasionally even
providing for them from her own
financial resources.

Holy Family Hospital delivered over 4,600 bundles of joy in 2018
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Thanks to the dedication and hard
work of our social workers and the
financial commitment of generous
donors to the Poor Case Fund, no
one is ever turned away. Consider
making a gift today to support the
Poor Case Fund.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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YOU CAN MAKE A

difference
Now more than ever, your generosity ensures that Holy Family Hospital
is able to provide lifesaving care to those who need it most — the poorest
mothers, babies, and families in the Holy Land.

SAVE A LIFE TODAY

$100

Provide prenatal care to expectant mothers in need

$250

Celebrate life by sponsoring the delivery of a baby
in Bethlehem

$500

Provide cancer and diabetes screenings for women
without access to healthcare

$1,000

Support the neediest families with a gift to the
Poor Case Fund

$2,500

Save the life of a premature infant in the NICU

$5,000

Sponsor the Mobile Outreach Clinic for refugees
and families in remote villages
Please make your check payable to: Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
Donations can be made online at birthplaceofhope.org

MAKE IT MONTHLY
Monthly recurring donations help fund all
of the 40,000+ services that we provide
for the general operations of the hospital.
Donations can be made online at
birthplaceofhope.org.
To contribute by check or credit card, please use the attached return
envelope. Please make your check payable to Holy Family Hospital
of Bethlehem Foundation.
Join our Three Kings Society by making a bequest to Holy Family Hospital!
Contact Kate Robinson, Foundation Director,
at kate@hfhfoundation.org for more information.
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the I N N K E E P E R ’ S corner
BECOME A SHEPHERD
2000 years ago, the Shepherds
climbed the hill to the manger and
saw and heard the “good news.”
They returned home rejoicing and
proclaiming.
By visiting Bethlehem and Holy Family
Hospital, you too can share the “good
news” that you have witnessed.
Pope Francis carries a staff that he commissioned to be carved in olive wood
by a local Bethlehem artisan. Visitors to the Hospital receive a miniature
shepherd’s crook pin carved by the same artisan to remind them of their new
role as a shepherd for the Hospital.
If you are interested in visiting Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem, please
contact our office at (202) 785-0801.

BETHLEHEM TREES
Unable to visit the Hospital? Bring
Bethlehem to your local parish or school
with our Bethlehem Tree program.
Consider adding a Bethlehem Tree to
your Christmas Giving Tree program,
where participants can select an ornament
for varying donation amounts, and can
make a corresponding donation to deliver
a baby, care for a mother, or support a
preemie in the NICU.
Since it’s always Christmas in Bethlehem,
so our Bethlehem Trees program can be
used year-round!

A Bethlehem tree at a parish in Los Angeles

FOLLOW THE STAR
Stay connected with us to learn about all that’s happening in
Holy Family Hospital!
Facebook: @HolyFamilyHF
Instagram: @holyfamilyhf
Twitter: @HolyFamilyHF

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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ACTIVITIES IN

education

Babies in Bethlehem
Across the country, over 59 schools and parishes from 40 cities in 18 states worked to
raise nearly $174,000 for Holy Family Hospital in 2018.
Thank you to all of the schools and parishes
that participated! We could not be successful
without you. Not only does your support provide
essential maternity and neonatal care to women
and children who need it most, but it reminds
families in the Holy Land that they are not
forgotten — that there are communities right here
in the United States who care.
Bring the Catholic faith to life in your parish or
school, and become a supporter of Holy Family
Hospital’s ministry taking place just 1,500 steps
from the birthplace of Christ. Babies in Bethlehem
is our educational program that teaches students
of Catholic schools and religious education programs about the life of Christ through
prayer and supporting the Hospital. This is a year-round program because it is always
Christmas in Bethlehem.

Advent
The Nativity story comes to life with our Advent resources. Students can learn the real
meaning Christmas and prepare for the coming of the Christ Child while supporting
the babies born in our modern day manger, Holy Family Hospital.

Lent
Teach your students about the importance of fasting and almsgiving during the
40 days of Lent with our Lenten resources. Encourage students to support the
neediest babies in the Hospital, both
with prayers and alms.

Catholic Schools’ Week
During Catholic Schools’ Week, we
celebrate you! Thank you for your
support of the Hospital and our services.
Celebrate Catholic education by
providing life and hope in the Holy Land!

Mother’s Day
Celebrate your mothers by supporting the mothers and babies of Bethlehem with
a May crowning or similar event at your school to honor Mary, the mothers of your
students, and mothers everywhere!

Celebrating the Staff

T

he Order of Malta has been
operating hospitals since it founded
its first hospital in Jerusalem, over
900 years ago. The Order provides highquality medical care for the poor and
serves all without regard to need or creed.
Today, the Order carries on this ancient
tradition in Bethlehem where it runs Holy
Family Hospital, serving the mothers and
babies of Bethlehem.

Decades of conflict have resulted in
extreme hardship for families in
Bethlehem. Holy Family Hospital stands as a beacon for hope amidst
seemingly dire prospects for jobs and economic growth. The 170+ hospital
employees receive continuing education and training, which in turn helps them
provide for their growing families. The Hospital is a touchstone in the community,
and brings stability to the Bethlehem region.
Many of the employees were born at the Hospital themselves, including Dr. Salim,
a pediatrician. Dr. Salim was educated in Europe, but chose to return home to
Bethlehem to care for the infants in the nursery. He has been practicing medicine at
Holy Family Hospital for over 35 years. He reckons that he has taken care of tens of
thousands of little Bethlehemites!
This January, Holy Family Hospital Foundation
hosted the fourth annual thank-you reception for
the staff of Holy Family Hospital. The reception
coincided with a pilgrimage for the Order of Malta.
Pilgrims were treated to a Hospital tour and later
celebrated the good work of the employees!
The pilgrims enjoyed chatting with staff and
learning more about daily life at the Hospital.
Pilgrims were astonished and appreciative to hear
the staff members’ stories about their experiences. Staff frequently deferred time
off and worked during times of conflict in order to make sure that every mother and
baby was cared for. The staff were so grateful
to know that the pilgrims offered to share
the “good news” of the Hospital with their
parishes and friends. A midwife of 30 years,
Hanhan, exclaimed, “I didn’t realize that people
in America care so much about us and the
mothers and babies of Bethlehem!”

Other ways to get your school involved include:
Bake sales • Dress down days • Sporting events • Pancake suppers
Contact us at (202) 785-0801 to participate this year!
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Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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deliver

G E N E R AT I O N S

M

others who deliver at Holy Family Hospital were often born
there themselves, creating family traditions at the Hospital!
The Hospital provides safety and security for each new
generation of mothers, which encourages them to return for healthcare
throughout their lifetime.
New mother Ghena stated with exuberance, “The social workers are so
kind and caring. They helped my family with the cost of the care because
my husband is recently unemployed and is looking for a job. I was so
worried, but they helped us!”
The stellar reputation
of the Hospital and
staff attract generations
of families to seek
healthcare within our
walls. Mothers deliver
at the Hospital, children
receive pediatric care
at the daily clinics, and
grandmothers receive
preventative screenings
at the Well Woman Clinic.
Mariam, a brand-new
Celebrating life at Holy Family Hospital grandmother, frequents
the Hospital as well.
She delivered her babies over twenty years ago and now comes to the
Well Woman Clinic. She feels safe and well-cared for by the doctors,
and has been screened for cancer, diabetes, and thyroid abnormalities.
Mariam developed a close relationship with Dr. May, who treated her for
menopausal symptoms, and educated her about the importance of Pap
smears and mammograms. Mariam’s confidence in her own health enabled
her to be a strong support system for her daughter when she delivered her
first child at the Hospital — Mariam’s first grandchild!
Nancy came all the way from Hebron to deliver her daughter at Holy Family
Hospital. She named her baby Samira in honor of her mother-in-law who
delivered seven babies at the Hospital! Nancy was encouraged by her
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Double the blessings!

family to deliver at Holy Family Hospital because of the experiences her
mother-in-law had with the Hospital’s devoted midwives.
Rezal chose to deliver her firstborn at the Hospital because both she and
her husband were born there. When asked about her decision, she praised
the Hospital’s state-of-the-art labor and delivery ward.
She stated, “It’s the cleanest and safest Hospital
in the region.” Her sister-in-law will deliver at the
Hospital as well, continuing this family tradition.
When women and mothers are supported and
their healthcare needs are met, children and
families thrive, and communities flourish. Holy
Family Hospital, now in its 30th year of operation
as a maternity hospital, is not only a medical
center of excellence, but is a true cornerstone in
the community. We are humbled to witness the
generations of families that return to Holy Family
Hospital year after year and we are honored to be
part of the Bethlehem family.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801

Three generations at
Holy Family Hospital
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Holy Family Hospital is a primary hospitaller work
of the Order of Malta. Its U.S. Foundation is a
shared work of all three U.S. Associations. The
Grand Master has asked all Knights and Dames
throughout the world to share in its support.

Kate Robinson, Foundation Director

Kathryn S. Abell, GCMG/Ob
Gail T. Berardino, DM
Marissa Del Rosario-Blackett, DM
Julie H. Condon, DM
Paul David, KM
Thomas E. Driscoll, KM
H.E. Michael K. Grace, KM
Frances O’C Hardart, GCDM
Timothy S. Jeffries, KM
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout,
Bishop of Richmond
Robert W. Lively, KMOb
Kathleen A. McGaughan, DM
Terrence E. McGaughan, KM
H.E. William J. Page, GCMG
Patrick D. Powers, KM
John V. Quinn, MD, KM
Doug P. Stephen, KM
John G. Sylvia, KM

Ellen S. Shafer, GCMG/Ob, Chairman
Ambassador Michele Burke Bowe, DM,
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We encourage you to share the good
works of Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation by passing this newsletter along
to a friend!

2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036

