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Journey to
BETHLEHEM

A L I F E I N T H E D E S E RT —

THE FUTURE
IS IN

mobile clinic

YOUR HEARTS
Together we have reached 55% of our
annual fundraising goal. Please help us

fill the star and save the lives of
thousands of babies at Holy Family
Hospital! The next generation of families
in Bethlehem is counting on YOU.

Thank you for joining us in
delivering life, peace, and hope
to the Holy Land.
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Won’t you help us
fill the star in time
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Each dollar donated saves
the life of a baby in the
Holy Land.

10%

Thirty years ago, Pope St. John Paul II recognized the need to provide medical
care for the most marginalized and asked that Holy Family Hospital become
a priority for the millennium. You have answered his call to service, opening
the doors wider for the next generation of families in Bethlehem.

“The future is in your hearts and in your hands. God is entrusting
to you the task, at once difficult and uplifting, of working with
Him in the building of the civilization of love.” –Pope St. John Paul II

M

eet Nadia, a cheerful threeyear-old living in a remote
Bedouin village, one of the
poorest in the region. Despite living
without electricity or running water, Holy
Family Hospital ensures that Nadia’s
village never goes without access to
healthcare. Three years ago, her mother
visited the Mobile Outreach Clinic van
weekly throughout her pregnancy. Thanks
to the care of the doctors and nurses who
staff the Clinic, Nadia had a healthy start
to life!
For more than thirty years, the Mobile Outreach Clinic’s van has travelled far
and wide through the desert serving refugees and families in remote villages
who otherwise would not have access to healthcare.

Nadia’s mother regularly
brings her for check-ups
with the Mobile Clinic
pediatrician. Her village has
been depending on the
comprehensive care of the
Mobile Outreach Clinic for
prenatal, pediatric, and
gynecological care for
three generations. Even
though their village is one
of the poorest in the region,
the children born there are
in excellent health — and
very few must be hospitalized in Holy Family Hospital’s NICU — all thanks to
the longstanding lifeline of the Mobile Outreach Clinic.
To be the hands and feet of Christ is to go out and serve the needy, heal the
sick, love the most vulnerable, and provide for each and every person that
needs us to come to them — even in the desert. Your generosity provides a
lifeline to the most vulnerable and hope to families in the Holy Land. Please
support the Mobile Outreach Clinic today!

At the Foundation, we continue to do our part to honor the wishes of Pope St.
John Paul II to preserve life and dignity in Bethlehem. Even though politics,
economics, and demographics change, our values never do.
Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL IS GROWING…

TO BETTER SERVE THE

families of Bethlehem

A

fter many years of careful planning and fundraising, we broke ground
on our ambitious renovation and extension project at the Hospital.
The construction began with a blessing ceremony led by the Apostolic
Delegate, Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli. Members of the local community,
construction team and hospital staff attended the ceremony in the company of
the local diplomatic community at the invitation of Ambassador Michele Bowe.
The Archbishop addressed those gathered and thanked the Order of Malta
for its long presence and service in the Holy Land. He said, “It is a blessing
that the Order has remained faithful to its charism of serving the sick and the
poor for over 900 years, beginning with its first hospital in Jerusalem.” The
Archbishop sprinkled the
ground and workers with
holy water and asked the
Lord’s blessing upon them
and the project. As per local
tradition, as the foundation
was laid, Miraculous Medals
were placed throughout
the works. Afterwards, the
group gathered for a small
reception.

Construction is estimated to last for two years. While much of the funding has
been secured, there are some funding initiatives with naming opportunities
available. There remains a funding gap of $1.3 million for construction,
furnishings and equipment.
This vital project cannot be completed without your help. In order to
continue serving the families of the Bethlehem region and meet the growing
needs of the community, we need your generous support. Your gift over a one
or two year period can support our project in memory or honor of your family
or special loved ones. Please contact Foundation Director, Kate Robinson, for
further details at kate@hfhfoundation.org or 202-785-0801.

Architectural rendering — south western facade

The Archbishop blessing the Miraculous Medals

C O N S T R U C T I O N : W H AT ’ S N E W
Ë Two operating theaters
Ë A patient recovery suite
Ë A state-of-the-art sterilization facility to minimize infection
Ë Teaching facilities and meeting rooms
Ë Overnight rooms for families of patients and resident doctors
Ë A workshop for the Hospital’s biomedical engineer
Ë A family waiting room
Ë A cafe
Ë Administrative offices
Ë Reconfigured parking
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To learn more about our construction, visit

birthplaceofhope.org/construction

Construction project to be completed in 2021

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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the I N N K E E P E R ’ S corner
order your

PERSONALIZED
CHRISTMAS CARDS
today!
What better way to spread the joy of
Jesus’ birth than by supporting life in the place
where He was born? Your purchase of our
Christmas Cards helps to provide lifesaving
healthcare to those families in Bethlehem
who would otherwise go without.

Order online at

www.birthplaceofhope.org/christmascards

SMALL HANDS, BIG IMPACT
Just as angels and shepherds heralded the Good News of the birth of Jesus
in the little town of Bethlehem, children in schools and religious education
programs across the United States are
spreading the “good news” of Holy Family
Hospital, and raising funds to support it.
From Houston, Texas to Larchmont, New
York, children are putting their faith into
action and growing in solidarity with
families in the Holy Land.
During Lent, students of Saints John
and Paul Church in Larchmont and The
Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham in
Houston collected coins while learning
the impact of each dollar collected —
$5 buys a blanket for a newborn, $15
buys medicine for a sick baby, and $75
sponsors the birth of a baby!
“We are all connected,” one eager student exclaimed, “the money we
collect saves the life of a baby across the world.”
Watching the joy and excitement on the students faces as they huddled to
count the contributions they received for the babies in Bethlehem, Deacon
Jack Shea of Saints John and Paul said,
“It was gratifying. We have a lot
of young families in our parish,
so the mission of the Hospital
really hits home with them. If you
talk to families about Holy Family
Hospital, this is something real.
The parents were encouraged to
get involved right alongside their
children.”
To learn more about how your
parish or school can get involved
Children from Saints John and Paul Church
and save the lives of babies
School excitedly counting their contributions
born in Bethlehem this Advent,
visit birthplaceofhope.org, call (202) 785-0801, or email Kristen Burke,
Development Associate, at kristen@hfhfoundation.org to get involved!
Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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B R E A K I N G D OW N T H E B A R R I E R S T O

prenatal care

I

n a remote Bedouin village, Rima patiently awaits the arrival of Holy
Family Hospital’s Mobile Clinic Outreach van, eager to see her unborn
baby’s face on an ultrasound again. Rima will receive regular prenatal
check-ups throughout her pregnancy. In
addition to screenings and diagnostic tests,
the doctor will spend time talking with her
about nutrition, how to recognize warning
signs during pregnancy, and what to expect
during labor and postpartum care.

On that same day in Bethlehem, Nur and
her husband, Ramsey, head to Holy Family
Hospital for a prenatal class. These group
sessions will prepare Nur and Ramsey for
what to expect during and after delivery and provide them with a safe space
to share their journey with other soon-to-be parents.
While the rate of prenatal care at the Hospital
and Mobile Clinic is between 50%–60%,
prenatal care in neighboring hospitals still
hovers at 5%. As the leader in maternal health
care, Holy Family Hospital is striving to change
these percentages with a comprehensive
outreach campaign throughout the region.
To raise awareness about the importance of
prenatal care, the Hospital has begun partnering with the phone carrier to
send texts to hundreds of women throughout the region emphasizing the
importance of prenatal care during all trimesters of pregnancy. In addition to
airing radio announcements and distributing brochures detailing the benefits
of regular prenatal care, doctors and nurses will conduct workshops at
women’s unions, faith communities, and in local refugee camps.
“We will double our efforts to reach women wherever they may be.
We want to give children the best possible start in life.” –Dr. Saba
Thank you for helping us to care for the mothers of Bethlehem and to
encourage them to seek prenatal care for healthy pregnancies, safe
deliveries and well babies. We cannot do it without you.
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Saving Baby Sami

M

ay and her husband,
Mohammed, from a refugee
camp in Hebron, were
thrilled to be expecting. At 24 weeks,
May did not feel well, and thought she
may be in premature labor, so she
went to her local hospital. The hospital
assured her that she was fine, and sent
her home. May, however, knew that she
needed immediate medical attention,
so she and her husband rushed to
Bethlehem, a journey that was over
90 minutes long.

Baby Sami at two months

It was a tense trip, and they only made
it as far as the government hospital in
Bethlehem when May delivered four
months early. Baby Sami, weighing
only one pound, was immediately
transferred to Holy Family Hospital
where he was intubated and his life
was saved.
Sami is now three months old and
developing well. His lung development
has progressed, and now his parents
Baby Sami at three months
can breathe more easily too! Even
though Mohammed, a day laborer, has to commute three hours each way for work,
he and May make the trip to Bethlehem often to visit Sami.
“It’s a blessing to have such professional and tender care at Holy Family
Hospital,” said May, on one of her many visits to see Sami. “It is worth the trip!”
Even though Sami’s parents long for him to be home from the NICU, they are
grateful to experience the miraculous gift of life. May knows that if she had not
insisted that she seek medical attention, her tiny son would not have survived.
You can save a baby like Sami today. Please help us open our doors a little wider,
and ensure that everyday miracles continue in the little town of Bethlehem.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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H O LY F A M I LY H O S P I T A L :

a community touchstone

F

ebruary 26, 1990 was a very special day in Bethlehem. Born in
the early morning, Dina was the very first baby delivered at Holy
Family Hospital. Her birth was the pride and joy of her parents
and a true celebration for many in the Holy Land and around the world
who had worked tirelessly to reopen the doors of this Hospital as a
repurposed maternity and neonatal critical care center.

Since that day, many
important milestones in
Dina’s life have been
celebrated within the
walls of Holy Family
Hospital. She was
baptized in the Hospital
chapel and returned
for a photo shoot the
morning of her wedding.
Dina married her high
school sweetheart
Ibrahim, and a year
later their son Amir was
Dina’s Baptism
born. Recently the family
welcomed the newest member of their family — Eilan! Amir is overjoyed
with his new role as big brother.
In nearly thirty years since Dina’s birth, the
Hospital has grown exponentially — from 26
hospital beds to 68. With 98,000 babies born and
tens of thousands of women treated in its outpatient clinics, Holy Family Hospital has become a
cornerstone in the Bethlehem community.

Dina, her husband Ibrahim and their two sons, Amir and Eilan

Upon reflection, Dina expressed her joy…
“I am so grateful to Holy Family Hospital for supporting me
throughout my life. Your generosity is an immeasurable gift of
hope to the next generation of families in the Holy Land.”

Dina with her firstborn son, Amir, also born
at Holy Family Hospital
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Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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Holy Family Hospital is a primary hospitaller work
of the Order of Malta. Its U.S. Foundation is a
shared work of all three U.S. Associations. The
Grand Master has asked all Knights and Dames
throughout the world to share in its support.

Kate Robinson, Foundation Director

Kathryn S. Abell, GCMG/Ob
Gail T. Berardino, DM
Marissa Del Rosario-Blackett, DM
Julie H. Condon, DM
Paul David, KM
Thomas E. Driscoll, KM
H.E. Michael K. Grace, KM
Frances O’C Hardart, GCDM
Timothy S. Jeffries, KM
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout, ChC
Bishop of Richmond
Robert W. Lively, KMOb
Kathleen A. McGaughan, DM
Terrence E. McGaughan, KM
H.E. William J. Page, GCMG
Patrick D. Powers, KM
John V. Quinn, MD, KM
Doug P. Stephen, KM
John G. Sylvia, KM

Ellen S. Shafer, GCMG/Ob, Chairman
Ambassador Michele Burke Bowe, DM,
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We encourage you to share the good
works of Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation by passing this newsletter along
to a friend!

2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036

