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Journey to
BETHLEHEM

You Answered
THE Call

Because of your generosity, Holy Family Hospital provided
the services below to the mothers and babies of Bethlehem
amid an ongoing humanitarian crisis. Thank you for answering
the call to ensure that no one is ever turned away.

Love Stories
FROM BETHLEHEM AND BEYOND
By Ambassador Michele B. Bowe, President

I

ncreasing hardship and poverty marked 2021 for the families of Bethlehem
and at the same time great stories of love and hope emerged. The shops,
hotels and restaurants remained shuttered, as the humanitarian crisis slid
into its third year. 2022 began with overfilled hospitals, supply shortages and
runaway inflation.
To preserve the health of expectant mothers and their babies in a pandemic,
Holy Family Hospital ambitiously launched a much-needed Prenatal Program.
In 2020, mothers were undernourished, babies were born smaller and more
fragile. The NICU was frequently over capacity. The Hospital set a goal in
2021 to provide increased prenatal care to ensure better delivery outcomes,
concentrating efforts on outreach and education. Starting an initiative in a
pandemic presented significant challenges, but generous individuals stepped
up and donated funds for prenatal vitamins, media outreach and increased
staffing so the practitioners could spend more time with each patient. The
patients enrolled in this program are experiencing healthier pregnancies and
they return for each prenatal visit. Despite the hurdles the Hospital has had to
overcome, the program is showing signs of success and hopefully will decrease
NICU admissions.

Babies Delivered 4,646
Appointments and Surgeries Provided to Women in
the Well Woman Clinic 1,523
Nurses and Midwives Trained 220
Women and Children Cared for in the Mobile Outreach Clinic 2,214
Babies who Received Lifesaving Care in the NICU 444
Appointments and Care for Expectant Mothers with
Gestational Diabetes in the Diabetes Clinic 1,407
Prenatal Appointments 23,049
Total Services Provided 145,064

DONATE
TODAY
and make
an impact!

Love fills the halls of Holy Family Hospital. When
the head of Obstetrics and Gynecology suffered
an accident and could not perform surgeries
or deliver babies, his colleagues gladly filled
in, taking his shifts so he could concentrate
exclusively on clinics, allowing him to keep
his salary. As Hospital staff quarantined and
recovered from COVID, they covered each
other’s shifts and cared for each other’s children.
The Hospital staff is committed to providing
high-quality, dignified care to each and every
patient, regardless of their religion or ability to
pay. As Dr. George told reporter Neil Hallows
of the British Medical Journal, The Doctor,
“We strive to bring the latest advances in
medicine and medical practice to our patients.
Sometimes we have great challenges doing
so, mostly due to limited resources, but we
compromise with a little bit of extra love and
compassion through our work.” A little love
goes a long way in Bethlehem.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801

3

Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation | VOLUME 23 • ISSUE 1

A Christmas

BLESSING

Y

asmeen and her husband Ihab woke up on Christmas morning
realizing that their second baby would be born that day.
Yasmeen knew they needed to move quickly to the Hospital.
Her contractions were coming closer together and she was in great
discomfort. They were both nervous about having a second child in the
midst of a pandemic.
The couple welcomed their first child, Joseph, two years earlier at
Holy Family Hospital on Easter morning. Their experience made them
confident that the Hospital would provide excellent care even during
the pandemic. Ihab had already contacted the Hospital social workers
to explain that he had been without a salary since the shutdown of the
tourism industry.

“We are a blessed family.
I gave birth to our first
baby on Easter and
today we delivered Baby
Hanna on Christmas Day,
a double blessing! We
are not only blessed by
God but also blessed

to have received the
best medical care
and financial help
from Holy Family
Hospital. The Hospital
shares our joy and will
remain our second family.”
— Yasmeen

The Hospital’s social work department

Baby Hanna

Mary Maoh, the head of the social work department, assured Ihab that given
their economic situation, the Hospital would cover their hospital expenses.
Mary knew that any money Ihab could find to put towards medical bills
would mean that his family would forgo meat, vegetables, fruit and even
electricity for some time. Ihab took a deep breath of relief, knowing that
his wife and child would receive the best care without the burden of debt.
Yasmeen never missed an appointment throughout her pregnancy, receiving
all prenatal care at no cost.
The Labor and Delivery team settled Yasmeen into a labor and delivery room
and with Ihab at her side, Yasmeen delivered baby Hanna on Christmas
afternoon. Like all the births on Christmas day, Holy Family Hospital
celebrated with treats for the family and staff. The young couple was elated
that Hanna was healthy and well.

Yasmeen, Ihab, and Baby Hanna
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the INNKEEPER’S corner

A

lthough the impact of the global health crisis continues to
change daily, our promise to care for the families of
Bethlehem stands firm.

This Christmas parishes from coast to coast engaged in meaningful
ways to support our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land.

Father John Love has been praying for families
in the Holy Land and shepherding the Angel Tree
program at parishes in his region for some time.
This year, with support from Mary and Ken Olsen
and the parishioners at Santa Clara Church, Fr. Love
brought Bethlehem to Oxnard, CA.
“We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ
in charitable service to others and there is no
better way than to come together as a parish
family to support the families in Bethlehem at
Christmas time.” — Fr. Love

Take a look at the many ways you can involve your parish and
school in 2022! Call Olivia Leaman, Development Associate,
at (202) 785–0801 to learn more.
Spreading the News! In addition to raising funds
for the babies in Bethlehem under the leadership
of Fr. Edward Hathaway, the Basilica of St. Mary
in Alexandria, Virginia created a podcast to
share with parishioners about the Hospital and
its many needs, especially during the pandemic.
Peter-Anthony Pappas, a parishioner and Board
member of Holy Family Hospital Foundation
shared his passion by saying, “My work with the
hospital has strengthened my faith. I’ve come
to a better understanding of how closely faith
and service are intertwined. I feel a profound
sense of fulfillment in putting others first,
especially those that can’t always directly help
themselves.”

Holy Family Hospital Foundation Board
member Jean Brunel and his wife Debbie
Brunel at St. William Catholic Church in
Naples, Florida. Throughout a full weekend,
Debbie spoke after each mass from the
pulpit about the realities families are facing
in Bethlehem as the pandemic wears on.
“…the hospital remains a beacon of
light in an area darkened by enormous
hardships.”

What better place for Ambassador Michele
B. Bowe, DM to share stories about Holy
Family Hospital in Bethlehem than at St
Pius X’s live nativity and weekend long
festival “The Little Town of Bethlehem” in
Greensboro, North Carolina? As Msgr.
Anthony Marcaccio said, the partnership
between St. Pius X and Holy Family
Hospital is “bridge building”.
“It is a ministry that we support … a
concrete way for us to act globally in
defense of life. Peace in the Holy Land
will come when we do the work of justice
and supporting life in Bethlehem is a
righteous act.”
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Who doesn’t love a little friendly competition for
a good cause? At St. Paul Catholic School in
Pensacola, Florida each of the four student “houses”
challenged one another to see which house could
garner the most participation from students to help
Holy Family Hospital.
“When our students learned about the great work
of the hospital, in the birthplace of Our Lord, they
were inspired to do their part in supporting it. It
was a lot of fun and we look forward to doing it
again next year.” — Bill Janis KM, Middle School
Theology Teacher

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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Construction Update:

BUILDING A LEGACY
IN BETHLEHEM

I

n 1985, Pope John Paul II requested that
the Order of Malta assume operations
of Holy Family Hospital and in the year
2000, His Holiness proclaimed that Holy
Family Hospital be named as a priority for
the millennium. More than 35 years later,
we still take this mandate seriously.
The Hospital has experienced rapid
growth in demand for patient services over
the past decade. To ensure high-quality
medical care now and for the future in
Bethlehem, a renovation and expansion is
necessary. Construction began in 2019 but
was interrupted by the pandemic. After a
hiatus, the project is once again underway.
The expansion of the surgical wing will
create two state-of-the-art operating
theatres equipped for emergency
C-sections, scheduled C-sections, and
a variety of OB/GYN surgeries. The
expansion will include a recovery suite
for the monitoring of post-surgical patients.
It also includes overnight accommodations
for resident doctors or families of
premature infants, a workshop for the
Hospital’s electrical engineer, and a
family waiting area.

Donors from around the world and friends of Holy Family Hospital Foundation
have made this construction possible. Thank you to those who have sponsored
the operating theaters, the recovery area and the overnight rooms in honor or
memory of their loved ones.

The Hospital staff know that many hands make the work light
and we know that your generosity will help us to complete the
funding of this project to care for the next generation of mothers
and babies in Bethlehem.

R E M E M B E R A LOV E D O N E W I T H A L E GACY I N B E T H L E H E M
This project employs local laborers
and skilled workers and will locally
source building supplies and
furnishings. This invigorates the
local economy and provides
desperately needed jobs and hope
for Bethlehem during this time of
large-scale unemployment.

There are still opportunities to sponsor equipment and naming
opportunities available for construction to leave your legacy in
Bethlehem. Still needed:

Ë Medical sterilizers
Ë A cooling system
Ë Medical waste sanitation equipment
Ë Naming opportunities available for construction
Contact Kate Robinson, Foundation Director at
kate@hfhfoundation.org or (202) 785–0801 to learn more.
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A Humanitarian Lifeline:

THE MOBILE
OUTREACH CLINIC

T

he global pandemic has magnified Bethlehem’s staggering unemployment
rate, increasing poverty rates, and the rise of food insecurity. Military
checkpoints, and impoverished living conditions have exacerbated public
health issues that disproportionately affect women and children living in the
desert and isolated communities. Infant mortality in the region for mothers not
under our care is currently five times that of more developed countries. Food
insecurity and poverty has triggered a surge in preterm births.
Further, healthcare for
postmenopausal women remains an
untenable expense for most families,
leaving untold numbers of women
untreated and confined, unable to
work or participate in community life.

Every week the pediatrician provides
thorough check ups, screenings,
developmental assessments and
sick visits to children right from
the Mobile Outreach Clinic.

Amal was recently born at Holy Family
Hospital. Her mother delivered all of
her children at Holy Family Hospital
and sought prenatal care from the
Mobile Outreach Clinic on a regular
basis. Thanks to this, Amal had a
healthy start to life.
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In response to these public health
issues, Holy Family Hospital launched
its Mobile Outreach Clinic in 1995
to provide access to obstetric,
gynecologic, and pediatric care to
those experiencing great barriers
to care. Today, the Mobile Clinic
runs daily and treats refugees and
villagers from remote isolated villages
in the surrounding desert.

“Access to healthcare

is a fundamental
human right for all
families. Living in a remote
community should never
prevent a mother or
child from receiving the
care they need.”
— Mobile Clinic Pediatrician

The Mobile Outreach Clinic, staffed
by an ob/gyn, pediatrician, nurse
and driver, continues to offer pre/
postnatal exams, acute/preventative
pediatric care (including hearing
and vision screenings), cardiac
screenings, and psychosocial and
developmental assessments. Women
receive gynecologic lab tests and
cancer screenings. Periodically a
specialized gynecologist accompanies
the team to address the needs of peri/
postmenopausal women, a critically
underserved population in Palestine.
In 2021, the Clinic served 2,214
women and children in the remote
Bedouin communities providing a
humanitarian lifeline to the poorest
and most underserved women and
children in the Bethlehem region.

We are now seeing a second, and in some
cases, a third generation of patients
through the Mobile Outreach Clinic. By
providing consistent care over the past two
decades, doctors and staff from the mobile
clinic have become trusted partners with
families throughout the region.

The Mobile Outreach Clinic is equipped
with a generator to power heat and air
conditioning, lighting and the medical
equipment. An awning is pulled out and
chairs are set up to provide a comfortable
open-air waiting room.

Learn more about our programs at birthplaceofhope.org | (202) 785-0801
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Holy Family Hospital is a primary hospitaller work
of the Order of Malta. Its U.S. Foundation is a
shared work of all three U.S. Associations. The
Grand Master has asked all Knights and Dames
throughout the world to share in its support.

Kate Robinson, Foundation Director

Kathryn S. Abell, GCMG/Ob
Gail T. Berardino, DMOb
Jean L.P. Brunel, KMOb
Marlene B. DeVoto, DM
Thomas E. Driscoll, KM
Gregory Granitto, KM
Michael J. Heck, KM
Molly Heines, DM
Timothy S. Jeffries, KM
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout,
Bishop of Richmond
Robert W. Lively, KMOb
Nicolle C. McGowan, MD, DM
H.E. Kenneth R. Olsen, Jr, KM
H.E. William J. Page, GCMG
Peter-Anthony Pappas, KM
Patrick D. Powers, KM
John V. Quinn, MD, KM
James P. Sarni, KM
Doug P. Stephen, KM
John G. Sylvia, KM

Ellen S. Shafer, GCMG/Ob, Chairman
Ambassador Michele Burke Bowe, DM,
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We encourage you to share the good
works of Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem
Foundation by passing this newsletter along
to a friend!

2000 P Street, N.W., Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20036

